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Congregation Beth Shalom 

Northbrook Illinois  

Torch Award Application 

Best Overall Activities 

2009-2011 

 

 

Part I – Identification Information 

 

Submission Identifier Code:  TA 11-016 

Full Title for Entry:  Congregation Beth Shalom Best Overall Activities 

Entry Category:  Best Overall Activities 

Contact Person to be listed on Torch Award CD:  Bradley Shaps 

Email address to be listed on torch Award CD:  brad.shaps@gcgfinancial.com 

Club number & Club name: 643, Congregation Beth Shalom – Northbrook, IL 

Number of Club Members: 337 

Synagogue name, city and state:   Congregation Beth Shalom, Northbrook, IL 

Club President Name (at time of entry):  Bradley Shaps 

Club President Name (at time of convention):  Harvey Redfern 

Person preparing entry:  Bradley Shaps 

Email address of person preparing entry:  brad.shaps@gcgfinancial.com 

Date of entry submission:  April 1, 2011 

 

Part II – Summary Information 

 

While Congregation Beth Shalom, Northbrook has long been a very successful club, for the two 

year period July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2011 we set aggressive goals and are very proud of the 

results.  Our goals included:  

 Establishing new programs and activities to further meet Congregants’ needs; 

 Enhancing our core programming and increase participation; 

 Implementing additional FJMC initiatives;  

 Engaging young members in our Club, Board and Executive Board ensuring the Club’s 

long term viability; and  

 Continuing to support the needs of our Congregation and the community at large. 

 

Over the 2 year period we sponsored more than 90 programs and activities.  We initiated several 

new programs and initiatives to meet the needs of our congregants, including a career support 

group and monthly business networking breakfasts.  Through modifications to some of our core 

programs, we greatly increased program participation.  For example, in the past we averaged 30 

or 40 participants in our World Wide Wrap.  This year there were more than 175 participants.  In 

2010, our annual Yom Hashoah program participation increased from approximately 100 

attendees to more than 500 in 2010.   We participated in the FJMC community service week, 

added a men’s health program, and engaged in activities to improve the environment.  Moreover, 

in response to Rabbi Simon’s recent paper, we are holding focus groups regarding the 

involvement of men in the Conservative Movement.  We focused on building a strong 

foundation for the future of our Club by bringing on 17 new Board members (mostly under the 
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age of 40), adding 6 younger members to our Executive Board and significantly increasing our 

overall membership.  To top all of this off, we initiated and helped implement a Sefer Haftarah 

fund raising initiative, which to date has raised more than $270,000, the second most successful 

fund raiser in the 43 year history of the Congregation.   

 

Part III – Certification that the program was not submitted by our club for a prior Torch 

Award 

 

This series of overall programs was not submitted for a prior Torch Award 

 

Part IV - Entry Documentation   
 

Our Club has a history of offering excellent programs and enhancing and supporting the social 

and spiritual life of the Synagogue.   For the 2 year period July 1, 2009 – 2011 Congregation 

Beth Shalom Men’s Club exceeded our very ambitious goals and: 

 

 Enhanced our core programs increasing participation and the quality of the programs; 

 Introduced new programs that met the changing needs of our congregants;  

 Introduced additional programs in support of national FJMC initiatives:  

 Supported the overall needs of our Synagogue; 

 Supported the needs of the Community; and  

 Developed future leaders for our Club and Synagogue. 

 

Below is a brief summary of the initiatives and programs completed during the period July 1, 

2009 – June 30, 2011.  For purposes of this application we have divided our programs and 

activities into the following categories: 

 

Programs to Support Synagogue and Congregant Needs 

FJMC Programs 

Israel Programs 

Community Service Programs 

Social Programs 

Other Educational Programs 

Programs in Support of Synagogue Youth 

Men’s Club Leadership Development 

 

While many of the programs could fit into several categories, to avoid duplication, we included 

each program under only one category. 

 

Programs to Support the Synagogue and Congregant needs 

 

Sefer Haftarah Project – In March of 2010, our Men’s Club initiated a fundraising project to 

create a customized Sefer Haftarah for the Synagogue.  Funds raised will be used for youth 

programming and other Synagogue programs.  Our Board authorized a gift of $15,000 to initiate 

the project and organized a Synagogue committee to implement the project.  Our President 

served as co-chairman of the Sefer Haftarah committee and 5 other members of our Men’s Club 
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served on the 10 person committee.   Even though this project was initiated during difficult 

economic times, as of March 2011 we raised more than $270,000 making this the second largest 

fund raising project in the 43 year history of the Congregation.  A copy of the brochure utilized 

for the Sefer Haftarah project is attached to this application. 

 

Career Support Group (8 sessions September 2010 – December 2010) - Recognizing the 

detrimental impact of the economic downturn and the number of congregants that were 

unemployed or feared unemployment, we created a Career Support Group.  We identified 

members of the Congregation who were Human Resource professionals and experienced at 

assisting people in career transition.  Together, the committee organized a curriculum that 

included 4 sessions to provide assistance with various skills such as resume writing, networking 

and interviewing.  We invited several guest speakers to participate in these programs and share 

their expertise.  After the initial 4 sessions were complete, we coordinated and facilitated 

accountability sessions to provide ongoing support and guidance to people during their job 

searches.  

 

Business Networking Group – (Monthly October 2009- June 2011) - We established a business 

networking group within the Synagogue and held monthly meetings to allow fellow congregants 

to network with each other, sharing information about their businesses and business leads.  Each 

session began with Sunday morning breakfast and was followed by a formal networking 

program.  We established a LinkedIn group not only to advertise the program but also to allow 

participants to utilize this business networking tool.  This initiative has been a huge success 

averaging more than 30 participants at each session.   

 

ShabbaTone Ruach initiative – In 2009, our Synagogue implemented ShabbaTone, musical 

Friday night services in 2009 to be held 4 or 5 times per year.  In August of 2010, Men’s Club 

approached our Cantor about forming a Ruach group to learn the prayers and songs that were 

sung at ShabbaTone and to lead and encourage participation during the service. The Cantor, our 

Ritual Director and Men’s Club president coordinated 4 sessions to practice the prayers and plan 

how we would try and create “ruach” during the service.  At the time of this writing, we have 

held 2 ShabbaTone services and we have succeeded in our objectives. 

 

Weekly Trope Breakfasts - Most Sundays during the school year we serve breakfast to trope 

students and their parents who attend the Synagogue’s trope classes on Sunday morning.  In 

addition, following morning Minyon many congregants also join us for breakfast and 

camaraderie.   Many of our breakfasts, as detailed below, were followed by noteworthy speakers.  

At all of the breakfast events, Men’s Club members cook and serve a tremendous breakfast 

consisting of eggs, lox, bagels, pastries and a variety of other items.  

 

Bagels on the Run (September 13, 2009  and September 19, 2010) -  Members of our Club 

handed coffee, bagels and the Men’s Club calendar to parents as they dropped their children off 

for the first day of Sunday school.  This created great camaraderie for Club Members and great 

PR for the Club.  This new activity was instituted after hearing about a similar program at the 

2009 convention.   
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Build Synagogue Sukkah (September 27, 2009 and September 19, 2010) - Each year our Men’s 

Club builds the Sukkah for the Synagogue.  This is a fun activity attended by a large number of 

Men’s Club members and is followed by a Men’s Club Breakfast. 

 

Business Networking breakfast with Guest Speaker Sima Dahl (January 17, 2010) - Our 

January Business Networking breakfast featured guest speaker Sima Dahl who presented   

“Sway Factor: The Art of Networking in a Digital Age.”  The more than 40 individuals who 

attended learned about networking utilizing LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter. 

 

Purim Carnival (February 28, 2010 and March 20, 2011) – Every year our Men’s Club 

enthusiastically helps at the Purim Carnival, cooking and serving hot dogs, chips, falafel, 

hamantachen, and soda.  

 

Business Networking breakfast with Guest Speaker Steve Yastrow (April 18, 2010) – Our 

networking breakfast featured Steve Yastrow discussing “Creating “We” Relationship with your 

Prospects, Customers, Clients or Referral Sources.”   

 

Business Networking with Congregation Beth Judea (July 27, 2010) - We jointly sponsored a 

business networking event with Congregation Beth Judea.  A good mix of individuals from each 

Congregation networked at a local restaurant. 

 

Business Networking breakfast with Guest Speaker Shalom Klein (January 16, 2011) - Our 

January Business Networking breakfast featured guest speaker Shalom Klein who led a 

discussion about networking and how to follow up with individuals you meet at a networking 

event.  

 

High Holiday Ushers - Each year members of our Club serve as Co-chairmen of the High 

Holiday Usher Committee and more than 25 members of the Club volunteer as ushers for the 

services. 

 

Synagogue Board - Members of our Men’s Club, including Past Presidents are involved in all 

aspects of Synagogue life and committees including serving on the Synagogue Board and 

Executive Board. 

 

FJMC Programs 

 

Build-a-Pair (2010 and 2011) – In 2010 our Men’s Club and Religious School participated in 

the Build-a-Pair program for the first time.  Men’s Club purchased kits for the Religious School 

Bet students.  The students built their Tefillin and participated in the World Wide Wrap.   In 

2011, we once again participated in a well received Build-a-Pair program. 

 

World Wide Wrap (February 7, 2010 and February 6, 2011) – In previous years our World 

Wide Wrap Program averaged a disappointing 30-40 participants.  One of our Club’s major 

objectives was to significantly increase this participation, so in 2010, we reinvented our World 

Wide Wrap program.   As described above, we involved the Hebrew school by participating in 

the Build-a-Pair program.  We modified our service and implemented the Regional USY Sunday 
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Schacharit Live service that featured an interactive multimedia musical service including movie 

video clips and a USY band that led us in song. In 2010, participation increased to more than 150 

participants and in 2011 we used the same format and had more than 175 participants.  This was 

the 3
rd

 largest reported World Wide Wrap program in the world.    

 

Man of the Year Dinner (February 24, 2010) -  We participated in the FJMC Midwest Region 

Man of the Year Dinner and honored Glen Roter as our Man of the Year. 

 

Man of the Year Dinner (February 23, 2011) - Our Club organized the 2011 FJMC Midwest 

Region Man of the Year Dinner.  For the first time, the program included a raffle and silent 

auction to raise money for the region.  Our Club honored Larry Grossman as our Man of the 

Year and more than 50 people attended in his honor. 

 

Annual Yom Hashoah Candle Packing (March 17, 2010 and March 16, 2011) - We again 

participated in the Men’s Club Yellow Candle program sending candles to all of our congregants 

and college students.  In addition, we continued to send 6 candles to Linda Hooper at the 

Whitwell Middle School (the school from the movie “Paperclips”) so that they can continue to 

share in our common bond to remember the Holocaust.  
 

Men’s Club Shabbat (March 19, 2010) – Our annual Men’s Club Shabbat included a service 

written by our Club and featured our Men’s Club choir and readings pertaining to our theme 

“Celebrating Israel’s innovations and accomplishments.”  In addition, we honored Dr. Michael 

Greenberg as our Kavod Award recipient for his commitment to Men’s Club, the Synagogue and 

the community.  Finally, we announced the establishment of our Sefer Haftarah project in honor 

of the Synagogue’s Executive Director Harvey Gold and his more than 30 years of service to our 

Shul. 

 

Yom Hashoah Program (April 10, 2010) – To increase participation and enhance our annual 

Yom Hashoah program, we jointly sponsored the program with our Synagogue’s Distinguished 

Speaker Program.  A packed house of more than 500 people heard New York Times best-selling 

author, James Carroll, speak on “The Church and the Holocaust.” 

 

Keruv Speaker Jane Kaplan (October 10, 2010) – Author Jane Kaplan was featured at our 

Sunday morning breakfast and discussed her book “Interfaith Families: Personal Stories of 

Jewish-Christian Intermarriage.”  Her presentation was followed by a workshop and interesting 

discussion about issues faced by interfaith families. 

 

FJMC Regional Officer Installation and Training Breakfast (January 23, 2011) - We hosted 

a breakfast to install the incoming FJMC Midwest Region officers which was followed by a 

training session for members of the Region’s Clubs.  

 

Men’s Club Shabbat (March 18, 2011) – Our annual Men’s Club Shabbat service featured our 

Men’s Club choir and readings about our theme “Unsung Jewish Heroes.”  In addition, we 

presented our Kavod award to past FJMC International President, Dr Jerry Agrest. 
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Yom Hashoah Program and Service (May 9, 2011) – In a further effort to enhance our annual 

Yom Hashoah Program, we worked with the clergy, the Synagogue Vice President of 

Programming, the Hebrew School and US, and developed a meaningful Yom Hashoah 

commemoration to precede our guest speaker, Ruth Messinger.  The newly created program will 

include songs presented by the youth and Men’s Club choirs, poems and other readings read by 

Men’s Club members, and a ceremony where 6 Holocaust survivors will light a yellow candle.  

Following the candle ceremony, the Shofar will be sounded and we will listen to Ruth 

Messinger, President of American Jewish World Service, speak on “From Genocide to Justice: 

The Power of Our Actions to Heal the World.”  We anticipate a standing room only crowd for 

this highly-anticipated program.    

 

Focus Groups – Involving Men in the Conservative Movement (April 10 , 2011 and May 4, 

2011) -  After reading Rabbi Simon’s paper “The Status of Jewish Men in the 

Conservative/Masorti Movement” we felt it was important to take action.  As a Board, we are 

taking great efforts to reach out to all of the men in our congregation especially those who are 

not active in Synagogue life.  Our plan is to create focus groups to obtain input from congregants 

with the goal of parlaying the feedback into engaging programs.   

  

Midwest Region Board - We currently have 4 officers serving on the FJMC Midwest Region 

Board including the current President and Executive Vice President. 

 

Community Service Programs 

 

Lieberman Geriatric Center – (Monthly October 2010- June 2011) Our Men’s Club members 

volunteer at the Lieberman Geriatric Center on Shabbat once a month throughout the year.  We 

help residents to and from their rooms to Shabbat services, assist the residents during services, 

help with the Torah Service and pass out challah and wine after the service.  To highlight the role 

we play and how much our services are appreciated below is the text of an Email we received on 

December 4
th

 2010:   

 
Dear Brad, 

 

As you may have heard, our service leader at Lieberman Center this morning was unexpectedly not able to 

come to lead services.   The Beth Shalom volunteers stepped in to lead the services.  The Lieberman 

residents were very pleased with their leadership and the Lieberman staff were very grateful that these 

wonderful volunteers were present and willing to step in so that Shabbat services could still happen.  Please 

pass our thanks on to them.   

 

These volunteers were: 

Elliot Goldman 

Mitch Portugal 

Scott Rogoff 

Bob Spector  

  

Gratefully,  

Susan Buchbinder  

Director of Religious Life 

CJE SeniorLife 
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Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament (January 31, 2010 and January 30, 2011) – Our Annual 

poker tournament had more than 50 participants, raising over $2,000 each year for Israeli 

charities. 

 

Lox Box (March 7, 2010 and March 6, 2011) – Selling lox boxes is an important fund raiser and 

community service project for our Club.  Many of the boxes sold are donated to The Ark (a food 

pantry serving needy Jewish families in the Chicago area) and the Council for Jewish Elderly.  

This is a huge undertaking involving all members of our Board who sell and deliver boxes to 

various homes.  In addition, hundreds of Synagogue members (and their children) help pack the 

boxes the night before delivery, staying at the Synagogue until the last bagels are packed after 

midnight.  Even in a very difficult economy our lox box program was a huge success in both 

2010 and 2011.  In 2010 we sold 1325 boxes, including 360 for the Ark and 192 boxes for the 

Council for Jewish Elderly.  In 2011 we sold 1330 lox boxes including 3100 for the Ark and 202 

for the Council for Jewish Elderly.  As a result of these donations, more than 6600 people were 

fed over the 2 years.  

 

Community Service and Mitzvah Initiative Breakfast (November 14, 2010) -  In connection 

with the FJMC National Community Service  Initiative we sponsored a breakfast featuring Rabbi 

Wolkin discussing Tikun Olam.  In conjunction with the breakfast we ran a canned food drive.  

Anyone donating nonperishable items was treated to a free breakfast sponsored by Men’s Club 

 

FJMC Community Service project (November 18, 2010) - We participated in the FJMC 

Community Service week collecting and delivering nonperishable food to the Northfield Food 

Pantry.  In addition we spent several hours at the Food Pantry sorting and restocking shelves.  

 

Earth Day Celebration (April 2011) -  We are collaborating with the Synagogue Social Action 

committee and one of the Congregation’s Chavarah to collect and recycle used DVD’s, CD’s, 

sporting goods equipment, batteries, computer hardware, engine oil, household paint and other 

items. 

 

Passover Baskets (2011) – We contributed $200 to help support the Synagogue’s Social Action 

committee and its purchase of baskets of food to be delivered to needy members of the 

community for Passover. 

 

Israel Programs 

 

Israel 101 (2009-2010 and 2010-2011) – We continued to co-sponsor our Gold Torch Award 

program on Israel education and advocacy, a joint effort between Congregation Beth Shalom’s 

Men’s Club, Religious School, Adult Education committee and Youth department.  The program 

consisted of six classes designed to educate and empower our Congregation to make a difference 

on behalf of Israel.  The class targeted adults and high school juniors and seniors and focused on 

Israel’s history and current events, emphasizing Israel Advocacy.   

 

Israel 102 (2009-2010) - Co-sponsored and helped develop a more advanced Israel Advocacy 

program for graduates of our Israel 101 program and members with more advanced knowledge 
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about Israel.  The program consisted of 4 sessions which included discussions and the 

development of Israel advocacy programs at the Synagogue.  

  

Hadassah Breakfast featuring Brian Abrahams (October 25, 2009) - Our annual Hadassah 

breakfast had more than 200 people in attendance.  Our guest speaker Brian Abrahams, the 

Midwest Regional Director of AIPAC presented “Shifting Sands: The U.S./Israel Alliance in an 

Unstable Middle East.” 

 

USCJ Scholar Breakfast featuring Rabbi Jonathan Porath (November 8, 2009) - We co-

sponsored our annual USCJ Scholar Breakfast featuring Rabbi Jonathan Porath who spoke on 

“What Do You Do When a Million Jews Show up in Your Neighborhood?  (How Has the 

Russian Aliyah Changed Israel?)” 

 

JUF Breakfast featuring Linda Gradstein (March 21, 2010) – Our Annual JUF Breakfast 

featured Israel correspondent Linda Gradstein who presented “Covering Israel:  A Journalist’s 

Perspective.”   

 

Israeli Army Veterans Dinner (June 18, 2010) - In conjunction with American Friends of Israel 

War Disabled Foundation, we hosted a Shabbat dinner honoring 7 disabled Israel War Veterans.   

 

Hadassah Breakfast featuring Richard Baehr (November 7, 2010) – Nationally acclaimed 

journalist, radio talk show personality and speaker Richard Baehr joined us to discuss “Election 

Results & the New Congress:  Good or Bad for Whom.”  

 

JUF Breakfast featuring Jeffrey Goldberg (February 27, 2011) - National Correspondent and 

author Jeffrey Goldberg presented “Is War Coming? Iran, America, and the Future of the Jewish 

State.” 

 

Yom Ha’atzmaut Shabbat Dinner (May 13, 2011) - Recognizing that our Synagogue had no 

formal activities relating to Yom Ha’atzmaut we approached the Director of Jewish Life and 

Learning with the idea of creating at Yom Ha’atzmaut program.  Together with the Director of 

Youth Activities and the Director of Education we are in the process of planning a Shabbat 

Dinner celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut.  The evening will include Israeli dancing, Israeli music and 

an Israel trivia contest. 

 

Social Programs 

 

Opening Dinner featuring Harold Ramis (September 10, 2009) - Screenwriter, director and 

actor, Harold Ramis, whose films include some of the most popular and influential comedies of 

our time (Animal House, Caddyshack, Stripes, Ghostbusters and Groundhog Day)  was our 

featured speaker at our program which kicked off our 2009-2010 year.  The more than 200 

people in attendance were entertained by Mr. Ramis and enjoyed the dinner served by our Men’s 

Club. 

 

Fantasy Football – (Fall 2009 and 2010) - We organized a fantasy football league for 

Synagogue members as a fund raiser for the Synagogue and Men’s Club.  We had approximately 
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25 participants in 2009-2010 and more than 30 in 2010-2011 who enjoyed bantering about their 

football knowledge and raised several hundred dollars for the Synagogue and Men’s Club in the 

process. 

  

Steaks and Monday Night Football in the Sukkah (October 5, 2009) - Our Rabbi and Men’s 

Club members grilled steaks and we watched the Green Bay Packer vs. Minnesota Viking 

Monday Night Football Game in the Sukkah.  We had an enjoyable evening, fulfilling the 

Mitzvah of eating in the Sukkah and social bonding. 

 

Bears Bash (October 18, 2009) - We watched the Sunday Night Bears game vs. the Atlanta 

Falcons and noshed on hot dogs and hamburgers prepared by our Men’s Club.  

 

 Erev Thanksgiving Program (November 24, 2009) – Our Erev Thanksgiving dinner program 

featured the Rope Warrior, a professional athlete and entertainer, who executed amazing stunts 

with a jump rope and entertained the more than 100 individuals who attended this annual event. 

 

Daddies and Darlings (December 6, 2009 and December 5, 2010) – We had more than 60 dads 

and their children attend our annual program featuring a pancake breakfast, songs, stories and a 

craft project. 

 

Family Bingo (January 17, 2010 and January 16, 2011) - We jointly sponsored our annual Bingo 

Night with Sisterhood and Young Family Outreach.  More than 100 people enjoyed a homemade 

pasta dinner prepared by Men’s club and Bingo. 

 

MC/Sisterhood Seven Course Road Rally (February 13, 2010) - Our joint Men’s Club 

Sisterhood Program, a Road Rally had 50 participants traveling to various restaurants around 

town gathering clues.  The event also included desert and time to socialize back at the 

Synagogue. 

 

Golf Outing (June 7, 2010) - Our annual lunch and golf outing was once again a well attended 

fun event for both the serious golfers and duffers who participated.  

 

CBS Board and Officer Installation Dinner and Auction (June 7, 2010 and June 6, 2011) - 

We followed golf with a dinner at the Synagogue, installation of officers and an auction to raise 

money for our Youth Scholarship Fund. 

 

Opening Dinner featuring Dan Bernstein (September 21, 2010) - Local sports radio host Dan 

Bernstein joined more than 175 Men’s Club members for our Annual Opening Dinner.  Dan was 

a last minute replacement for Moose Skowrin, who became ill the week before the program. 

 

Bears Bash and Steaks in The Sukkah (September 27, 2010) - We had a huge turnout to watch 

the Monday night Bears-Packers Monday and enjoy Steaks in the Sukkah. 

 

Erev Thanksgiving Program (November 24, 2010) – Two-time International Juggling 

Champion, Andy Head, amazed everyone in attendance at our Annual Erev Thanksgiving 

Program. 
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Jews and Baseball (March 10, 2011) – Over 100 people joined us for hot dogs and the movie 

“Jews and Baseball: An American Love Story.” 

 

Golf Outing (June 6, 2011) - Our annual lunch and golf outing will be held June 6. 2011.  

 

CBS Board and Officer Installation Dinner and Auction (June 6, 2011) -  We will once again 

follow our golf outing with dinner at the Synagogue, installation of officers and an auction to 

raise money for our Youth Scholarship Fund. 

 

Other Educational Programs 

 

Breakfast and Discussion about “A Serious Man” (January 10, 2010) -  Men’s Club hosted a 

breakfast which was followed by a discussion about the movie “A Serious Man” led by movie 

critic Reid Schultz and our Senior Rabbi, Rabbi Carl Wolkin. 

 

USCJ Scholar Breakfast featuring Rabbi Benjamin Segal (October 3, 2011) – Author and 

lecturer Rabbi Benjamin Segal joined us and presented “The Conservative Dilemma- Do We 

Practice What We Preach” 

 

A Man’s Responsibility Discussion Group (January 8, January 22, and February 5, 2011) - We 

worked with the Clergy to develop a 3 session series discussing a man’s responsibility as a son, 

husband and father.  Each member of the clergy led one Shabbat afternoon study session which 

was followed by Mincha and Havdallah. 

 

Prostate Cancer Awareness (May 24, 2011) – We are sponsoring a Prostate Cancer awareness 

program featuring Dr. Daniel Shervin who will provide information on screening, detection, 

treatment and support groups. 

 

Activities in Support of Synagogue Youth 

 

MC/ Youth Basketball game (January 27, 2010 and January 26, 2011) – Annually, Men’s Club 

plays our USY basketball team in a basketball game.   

 

Sponsor USY Basketball team and trips to USY Conventions (Annually) – Annually, we 

donate $500 to our USY chapter to sponsor our USY Basketball teams and provide funds for 

USY members to attend conventions.  

 

Men’s Club Youth Scholarship Fund (ongoing) – At many of our programs we raise money 

for the Men’s Club Youth Scholarship Fund.  In June of 2010 we presented a check in the 

amount of $1200.  We anticipate presenting a similar contribution in 2011. 

 

Men’s Club Leadership Development 

 

Men’s Club Leadership Development Initiative (2009-2011) - Over the years our Men’s Club 

Board has had very little turnover.  We had a number of long standing members who were no 

longer interested in serving on our executive board and actively serving on committees.  We 
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recognized that it was imperative that we recruit and develop new Board members.  Over the last 

two years we added 17 new members to our Board and 6 new individuals joined our Executive 

Board.  For the first time, one of our members attended the Leadership Development Institute 

held outside Baltimore.  As a result of these initiatives, the foundation of our club is solid, and 

the leaders are in place to ensure the future success of our club. 

 

2009 Convention (July 2009) – Several of our members, including our incoming President, 

attended Convention in Philadelphia. 

 

2011 Leadership Development Institute (January 2011) – One of the future leaders of our Club 

attended the LDI training program. 

 

FJMC Midwest Region Training Breakfast (January 23, 2011) - Several members of our Club 

participated in the training session coordinated by the Midwest Region. 
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